Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ACCRA 01999 180951Z POSS DUPE 
ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ISO-OO DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 
JUSE-00 NSAE-00 SNM-02 TRSE-00 USIA-15 NSC-05 
OES-06 OMB-01 DODE-OO AGRE-00 AID-05 IGA-02 HEW-06 
/071 W 

182238Z 105089/73 

R 171545Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7052 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS ACCRA 1999 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: SNAR.GH 

SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS ON DECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIHUANA 
REF: STATE 057902 

1 . UNDER GHANAIAN LAW IT IS ILLEGAL TO POSSES OR TRAFFIC IN 
MARIHUANA (CALLED "WEE" OR "INDIAN HEMP" HERE). ARREESTS WE KNOW 
OF USUALLY INVOLVE PEOPLE STOPPED AT AIRPORT FOR SMUGGLING 
MARIHUANA OUT OF GHANA TO US OR EUROPE. VIOLATORS RECEIVE SMALL 
FINES OR. IF THEY CANNOT PAY. LIGHT JAIL SENTENCES. HOWEVER. 
PUNISHMENTS ARE NOT SEVERE. WE HAVE IMPRESSION LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
MAKE LITTLE EFFORT TO STAMP OUT DOMESTIC PRODUCTION AND USE OF 
DRUG, PROBABLY BECAUSE DRUG ABUSE IS NOT A SERIOUS PROBLEM HERE. 
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